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*€ Slavery as it is,”’ 

This is the title of a large pamphlet prepared and pub- 
lished by the American Anti-slavery Society sometime 
since. Though scores of thousands of this work have 
been scattered broad cast over the country, yet it has not 
had that circulation it merits. Could the facts therein re- 
vealed, be brought before the good people of the free states, I 
am confident there would be no more cavilling about “ kind 
treatment” towards the slaves. The old stereotyped argu- 
ments, that “ the slaves are contented and happy,”—that 
“ they are better off than our northern laborers,” “ that they 
would not take their freedom if it was not offered them,” and 
a thousand and one other objections, fostered by ignorance 
and prejudice, would be urged no longer. 

Slavery is at war with the whole constitution o: man, 
every principle of which cries out for freedom. The sys- 
tem is the most unnatural one that can possibly be con- 
ceived of, and requires the most unnatural means to sus- 
tain it. It does not rob a man of a part of his rights only, 
but Jays the axe at, and completely annihilates the very 
foundation of all rights. It converts the person of the 
slave, body and soul,—that which was created a little lower 
than the angels, into a mere thing, a chattel, a piece of 
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merchandise, and then places it under the supreme, ab- 
solute and irresponsible control of another, and for his special 
benefit. ‘The wants, feelings and desires of the slave are 
never consulted. The laws of the slave states declare that 
a ‘‘ slave cannot accumulate nor possess anything, but is the 





property of his master to all intents, purposes and con- 
structions whatsoever.” He has no right to his feet, his 
hands, his bones, his muscles, his body, or his soul. His 
freedom of speech, and right of locomotion are completely 
annihilated. Ifit is for the master’s interest to feed and clothe 
him like a prince, or to reduce him to a skeleton by  star- 
vation, he will do it precisely upon the same principle as 
he would give oats to his horse or place a fine guilted har- 
ness upon his back. Whips and chains and gags, exces- 
sive toil and painful starvation,—bleeding backs and broken 
hearts,—the tearing assunder the ties of family relations,— 
the separating of wives and husbands, of parents and child- 
ten,—degrading ignorance and debasing crimes are the 
natural and legitimate results of reducing man to a_ piece 
of merchandise, and who is to be used for another’s benefit. 


We here insert a portion of the editor’s (T. D. Weld’s) 


preface. All the propositions therein made, are more than 


sustained by the facts embodied in the work, and from 
which we shall occasionally make extracts. 

As slaveholders and their apologists are volunteer wit- 
nesses in their own cause, and are flooding the world with 
testimony that their slaves are kindly treated; that. they 
are well fed, well clothed, well housed, well lodged, mod- 
erately worked, and bountifully provided with all things 
needful for: their comfort, we propose—fir:!, to disprove 
their assertions by the testimony of a multitude of impar- 
tial witnesses, and then to put down slaveholders them- 
selves through a course of cross-questioning which shall 
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draw their condemnation out of their own mouths. We 
will prove that the slaves in the United States are treated 
with barbarous inhumanity ; that they are overworked, un- 
derfed, wretchedly clad and lodged, and have insufficient 
sleep ; ; that they are often made to wear round their necks 
iron collars armed with prongs, to drag heavy chains and 
weights at their feet while working in the field, and to wear 
yokes,and bells, and iron horns; that they are often kept con- 
fined in the stocks day and night for weeks together, and 
made to wear gags in their mouths for hours or days, have 
some of their front teeth torn out or broken off, that they 
may be easily detected when they run away; that they 
are frequently flogged with terrible severity, have red pep- 
per rubbed in their Jacerated flesh, and hot brine, spirits of 
turpentine, &ec., poured over the gashes to increase the tor- 
ture; that they are often stripped naked, their backs and 
limbs cut with knives, bruised and mangled by scores and 
hundreds of blows with the paddle, and terribly torn by 
the claws of cats, drawn over them by their tormentors ; 
that they are often hunted with blood hounds and shot 
down like beasts, or torn in pieces by the dogs; that they 
are often suspended by the arms and whipped and beaten 
till they faint, and when revived by restoratives, beaten 
@gain till they faint, and sometimes till they die; that their 
ears are often cut off, their eyes knocked out, their bones 
broken, their flesh branded with red hot irons; that they 
are maimed, mutilated and burned to death over slow fires. 
All these things, and more, and worse, we shall prove. 
Reader, we know whereof we affirm, we have weighed 

well ; more and worse WE WILL PROVE. Mark these 
words, and read on; we will establish all these facts by 
the testimony of scores and hundreds of eye witnesses, by 
the testimony of slaveholders in all parts of the slave states, 
by slaveholding members of Congress and state legisla- 
tures, by ambassadors to foreign courts, by judges, by doc- 
tors of divinity, and clergymen of all denominations, by 
merchants, mechanics, lawyers and physicians, by pres- 
idents and professors in colleges and professional semina- 
ries, by planters, overseers and drivers. We shall show, 
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not merely that such deeds are committed, but that they 
are frequent; not done in corners, but before the sun ; 
not in one of the slave states, but in all of them; not per- 
petrated by brutal overseers and drivers merely, but by 
magistrates, by legislators, by professore of religion, by 
preachers of the gospel, by governors of states, by “ gentle- 
men of property and standing,” and by delicate females 
moving in the “ highest circles of society.” 

The foregoing declarations touching the inflictions up- 
on slaves, are not hap-hazard assertions, not the exagera- 
tions of fiction conjured up to carry a point; nor are they 
the rhapsodies of enthusiasm, nor crude conclusions, jump- 
ed at by hasty aud imperfect investigation, not the aimless 
outpourings either of sympathy or poetry; but they are 
proclamations of deliberate, well-weighed convictions, pro- 
duced by accumulations of proof, by affirmations and affi- 
davits, by written testimonies and statements of a cloud of 
witnesses who speak what they know and testify what they 
havs seen, and all these impregnably fortified by proofs 
innumerable, in the relation of the slaveholder to hie slave, 
the nature of arbitrary power, and the nature and history 
of man. 


Narrative of Nehimiah Caulkins. 


The author of the following interesting narrative, is Mr. 
Nehimiah Caulkins, of Waterford, Connecticut, and who is 
a highly respected member of the Baptist church, in that 
town. Mr. Caulkins was introduced to the Executive 
Committee of the American Anti-slavery Society by twelve 
influential citizens of Waterford, embracing three justices 
of the Peace, two Physicians, one Commissioner of the 
County Court for New London, one Clergyman, one Post 
Master, and one Deacon, es a man of high respectability, 
whose character for truth and veracity were unimpeacha- 
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ble.” We would urge upon the readers of the “ Offering” 
to peruse with attention the following facts : 


“T feel it my duty to tell some things that I know about 
slavery, in order, if possible, to awaken more feeling at the 
North in behalf of the slave. The treatment of the slaves 
on the plantations where I had the greatest opportunity of 
getting knowledge, was not so bad as that on some neigh- 
boring estates, where the owners were noted for their cruel- 
ty. There were, however, other estates in the vicinity, 
where the treatment was better; the slaves were better 
clothed and fed, were not worked so hard, and more at- 
tention was paid to their quarters, 

The scenes that I have witnessed are enough to harrow 
up the soul; but could the slave be permitted to tell the 
story of his sufferings, which no white man, not linked 
with slavery, is allowed to know, the land would vomit out 
the horrible system, slaveholders and all, if they would not 
unclinch their grasp upon their defenceless victims. 

I spent eleven winters between the years 1824 and 1835, 
in the state of North Carolina, mostly in the vicinity of 
Wilmington; and four out of the eleven on the estate of 
Mr. John Swan, five or six miles from that place. There 
were on his plantation about seventy slaves, male and fe- 
male: some were married, and others lived together as 
man and wife, without evena mock ceremony. With 
ther owners generally, it isa matter of indifference ; the 
marriage of slaves not being recognized by the slave code. 
The slaves, however, think much of being married by a 
clergyman. 

The cabins or huts of the slaves were small, and were 
built principally by the slaves themselves, as they could 
find time on Sundays and moonlight nights; they went 
into the swamps, cut the logs, backed or hauled them to the 
quarters, and put up their cabins. 

When I first knew Mr. Swan's plantation, his overseer 
was a man who had been a Methodist minister. He treat- 
ed the slaves with great cruelty. His reasons for leaving 
the ministry and becoming an overseer, as I was informed, 
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was this: his wife died, at which providence he was so 
enraged, that he swore he would not preach for the Lord 
another day. ‘This man continued on the plantation about 
three years; at the close of which, on settlement of ac- 
counts, Mr. Swan owed him about $400, for which he 
turned him out a negro woman, and about twenty acres of 
land. He built a log hut, and took the woman to live 
with him; since which, I have been at his hut, and seen 
four or five mulatto children. He has been appointed a 
justice of the peace, and his place as overseer was after- 
wards occupied by a Mr. Galloway. 

It is customary in that part of the country, to let the 
hogs run in the woods. On one occasion a slave caught a 
pig about two months old, which he carried to his quar- 
ters. The overseer, getting information of the fact, went 
to the field where he was at work, and ordered him to 
come tohim. The slave at once suspected it was some- 
thing about the pig, and fearing punishment, dropped his 
hoe and ran for the woods. He had got but a few rods, 
when the overseer raised his gun, loaded with duck shot,and 
brought him down. It is a common _ practice for overseers 
to go into the field armed with a gun or pistols, and some- 
times both. He was taken up by the slaves and caried to 
the plantation hospital, and the physician sent for. A 
physician was employed by the year to take care of the 
sick or wounded slaves. In about six weeks the slave got 
better, and was able to come out of the hospital. He came 
to the mill where I was at work, and asked me to exam- 
ine his body, which I did, and counted twenty-six duck 
shot still remaining in his flesh, though the doctor had re- 
moved a number while he was laid up, 

There was a slave on Mr. Swan’s plantation, by the 
name of Harry, who, during the absence of his master, run 
away ond secreted himself in the woods. This the slaves 
sometimes do, when the master is absent for several weeks, 
to escape the cruel treatment of the overseer. It is come 
mon for them to make preparations, by secreting a mortar, 
a hatchet, some cooking utensils, and whatever things they 
can get that will enable them to live while they are in the 
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woods or swamps. Harry staid about three months, and 
lived by rubbing the rice grounds, and by such other 
means as came in his way. The slaves generally know 
where the runaway is secreted, and visit him at night and 
on Sundays. On the return of his master, some of- the 
slaves were sent for Harry. When he came home he was 
seized and confined in stocks. The stocks were built in 
the barn, and consisted of two heavy pieces of timber, ten 
or more feet in length, and about seven inches wide; the 
lower one, on the floor, has a number of holes or places 
cut in it, for the ancles; the upper piece, being of the 
same dimensions, is fastened at one end by a hinge, and 
is brought down after tne ancles are placed in the holes, 
and secured by a clasp and padlock at the otherend. In 
this manner the person is left to sit on the floor. Harry 
was kept in the stocks duy and xight for a week, and flog- 
ged every morning. After this, he was taken out one 
morning, a log chain fastened around his neck, the two 
ends dragging on the ground, and he sent to the field, to 
do his task with the other slaves. At night he was again 
put in the stocks, in the morning he was sent to the field in 
the same manner, and thus dragged out another week. 
The overseer was a very miserly fellow, and restricted 
his wife in what are considered thé comforts of life—such 
as tea, sugar, &&c. To make up for this, she set her wits 
to work, and, by the help of a slave, named Joe, used to 
take from the plantation whatever she could conveniently, 
and watch her opportunity during her husband’s absence, 
and sent Joe to sell them and buy for her such things as 
she directed. Once when her husband was away, she told 
Joe to kill and dress one of the pigs, sell it, and get her 
some tea, sugar, &c. Joe did as he was bid, and she gave 
him the offal for his services. When Galloway returned, 
not suspecting his wife, he asked her if she knew what 
had become of his pig. She told him she suspected one 
of the slaves, naming him, had stolen it, for she had heard 
a pig squeal the evening before. The overseer called the 
slave up, and charged him with the theft. He denied it, 
and said he knew nothing about it. The overseer still 
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charged him with it, and told him he would give him one 
week to think of it, and if he did not confess the theft, or 
find out who did steal the pig, he would flog-every negro 
on the plantation; before the week was up it was ascer- 
tainee that Joe had killed the pig. He was called up and 
questioned, and admitted that he had done so, and told the 
overseer that he did it by the order of Mrs. Galloway, and 
that she directed him to buy some sugar, &c. with the 
money. Mrs. Golloway gave Joe the lie; and he was 
terribly flogged. Joe told me he had been several times 
to the smoke-house with Mrs. G. and taken hams and 
sold them, which her husband told me he supposed were 
stolen by the negroes on a neighboring plantation. Mr. 
Swan, hearing of the circumstance, told me he believed 
Joe’s story, but that his statement would not be taken as 
proof; and if every slave on the plantation told the same 
story it could not be received as evidence against a white 
person. 

To show the manner in which old worn-out slaves are 
sometimes treated, I will state a fact. Galloway owned a 
man about seventy years of age. The old man was sick 
and went to his hut; laid himself down on some straw 
with his feet to the fire, covered by a piece of an old blank- 
et, and there lay four or five days, groaning in great dis- 
tress, without any attention being paid him by his mas- 
ter, until death ended his miseries; he was then taken out 
and buried with as little ceremony and respect as would 
be paid to a brute. 

To be Continued. 





Eastern Rail Road. 

Within the last few weeks, several outrages, of a most 
brutal character have been committed upon colored people 
and their white friends, by the conductors and other ser- 
vants of this corporation. The spirit of Lynch Law and 
Mobocracy has grown so rampant upon that rout, that well 
dressed, intelligent and highly respectahle colored people, 
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of both sexes, who pay the highest price for their tickets, 
are subjected to the most scurrilous abuse, and ejected 
from the cats, if they do not see fit to degrade themselves, 
by entering into a small filthy negro-box prepared for them. 
Not satisfied with this, but every white person, who. dares 
to remonstrate against such flagrant outrages,—such viola- 
lations of law and good order, are subjected to the same 
insult and proscription. Our rights are indissolubly bound 
up with those of the slave and the free people of color. 
Already have four or five white persons been dragged 
from the cars, because they could not set still in silence 
and see their poor defenceless colored fellow citizens in- 
sulted, and outraged. The Directors are perfectly consis- 
tent with themselves.. If they eject persons on account 
of their complexion, why may they not proscribe, insult and 
cast out their white friends? At Lynn, where some of the 
most barbarous scenes transpired, the good people have 
held several large and spirited indignation meetings, and 
condemned in unqualified terms the corporation, and have 
called upon their fellow citizons to send up memorials to 
the next General Court praying that all distinctions solely 
on account of complexion may be abolished upon rail roads. 
This is as it should be. Memorials upon this question 
should be signed by every Individual in the state. 


Something New. 

Anti-stavery Warers.—Of all the various methods 
which abolitionists have adopted to bring their principles 
before the public, the ANri-sLavERY WAFERS, just prepared 
and published by the American and Massachusetts Anti- 
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slavery Societies are, in our estimation, the most effective. 
Every letter that is written, should be sealed with one of 
these wafers, every one of which contains some beautiful 
anti-slavery sentiment, taken from the scriptures, and writ 
ings of well known statesmen, philanthropists and others, 
Bank bills, which pass through the hands of abolitionists, 
should receive one of these upon their back. By this 
means our principles can gain admission to those minds 
where our lectures, periodicals and books could never 
reach. 
For particulars, see advertisement on the cover. 


Assy Ketty.—This talented and devoted friend of the 
suffering bondman, is now laboring with her accustomed 
efficiency and success in Rhode Island, where she will re- 
main till after the annual meeting of the Rhode Island An- 
ti-Slavery Society, which is to be held in Providence, on 
the 11th and 12th of next month. Her efforts are greatly 
needed in this state. We hope she will make Massachu- 
setts her field of labor the coming winter. A new impetus 
has been given to our cause in those towns recently visited 
by her. 


Epwarp Everett.—Since the last number of the * Of- 
fering” was issued, the nomination of this gentleman as 
minister to London, has been confirmed by the Senate. 
This, however, was not effected till after the pro-slavery 
press at the North had talked, foamed and blustered most 
terribly ; and actually frightened the bragging, bullying 
South into terms, by threatening to divide the union, if Mr. 
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Everett was rejected on the ground of his abolitionism. 
This may be looked upon as the greatest victory that free- 
dom, in this country, has ever gained over slavery. How 
soon would slavery be abolished if the ecclesiastical and 
political press of the North would speak out boldly upon 
this question, as becomes Christians and Freemen. Let 
them take a bold and uncompromising stand upon this sub- 
ject, and they may rest assured, the people, the bone and 
muscle in both church and state, will sustain them. 

The facts in relation to the cruelties of this most atro- 
cious system,—its demoralizing influences, alike upon the 
master as the slave,—its debasing the higher and holier 
feelings of our common nature—its paralyzing the prosper- 
ity and industry of the whole country,—its influence in 
rendering the whole nation insensible to the great princi- 
ples of justice and humanity, professedly the very ground- 
work upon which rests all our free institutions,—all these 
things, we say, are but to be seen and understood by the 
people, when they will immediately, and without reserve, 
give their co-operation for its immediate and complete 
overthrow : for 


“ Slavery is a monster of so frightful mein, 
That to be hated, needs but to be seen.” 


The following interesting facts are taken from the Na- 
tional Anti-Slavery Standard, which are from the pen of 
its interesting and talented editor, Mrs. Child, 

They are a Stupid Race. 


Of the many cunning contrivances to escape from slave- 
ry, we think the following is about the most shrewd we 
have heard yet. Two slaves in a certain county of Virgin- 
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ia, ran away with one of their master’s horses.—They 
started very early in the morning, in the following fashion. 
One of the slaves fastened a strong rope round the other’s 
body, tied him to the saddle, and drove off—When met 
and questioned, the rider answered, “ That black rascal 
undertook to ran away from massa. I’ve caught him, and 
am taking him home, quick step. I guess he won't be for 
running away again in a hurry, after massa’s had the cook- 
ing of him.” This failed not to elicit warm approbation, 
accompanied with hospitable offers of refreshment for him- 
self and his horse. 

When arrived at a convenient place, the slaves exchang- 
ed places ; the rider submitting to the rope in his turn, 
while. the other performed his part to admiration; and 
like him received assistance and praise for his honest zeal 
in his master’s service. 

Thus they sojourned “ in tye,” till they reached Pensyl- 
vania, when the rope was no longer necessary. Thence 
they passed over. into Canada. 


** They are a Stupid Race, made to be Slaves.” 


Two slaves in Lousianna were let out by their master, 
at a considerable distance from his own residence. They 
were skilful, intelligent mechanics, and of course he ob- 
tained high wages for their work. What time. remained 
after their daily allotted tasks were finished, they were al- 
lowed to have for themselves; and these precious hours 
they employed most industriously with the view of purcha- 
sing their freedom. When they had accumulated by pa- 
tient toil a sum which they deemed sufficient, they endea- 
vored to negotiate with their master ; but without success. 
Again they weni to work; and after two or three years, 
were enabled to offer a sum so large, that they felt almost 
certain it would tempt him to accede to their wishes. But 
he found them too profitable to be. lightly parted with ; 
moreover, whatever they had of property was in reality his. 
He might, with perfect impunity, have taken all their hard- 
earned wages, and kept them in slavery still, as thousands 
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of slave-holders had done before him. But whether he 
doubted their having so much money as they pretended, or 
whether he was too honorable to steal more than ninety- 
nine hundredths of their earnings, { know not ; at all events, 
he would not listen to their proposition on any terms. 

Finding they could not purchase liberty, they wisely re- 
solved to take it. The enterprise was a perilous one; for 
through a long line of slave States, they must run the 
gauntlet of patrols, blood-hounds, lynchers, jail-keepers, and 
rifles—and if they reached the States called free, they 
must dodge constables and kidnappers, backed by the glo- 
rious Constitution. 

They were sufficiently intelligent and well-informed to 
understand the dangers they would incur, and to devise a 
most cunning method of avoiding them. 

They made themselves acquainted with a white beggar 
and made him offers large enough to secure his secresy, 
they dressed him in a handsome suit of clothes, and through 
his agency purchased a carriage and a fine span of horses. 
they brought the earriage to an appointed place, stood hat 
in hand while he entered, and then mounted outside, as 
footman and groom. Of course no patrol thought of chal- 
lenging such an equipage; and a white gentleman travel- 
ling through the country attended by his servants was wel- 
come at all the.inns. The obsequiousness of their man- 
ners was an admonition to their brethren in bonds. “ Yes, 
massa,’ and “ Certainly, massa,” were accompanied with 
the most profound bows, and spoken in the humblest tones. 

The trio arrived in Buffalo unmolested ; there the car- 
riage and horses were sold; and the white beggar paid 
handsomely for consenting to play the gentleman, 

The slaves passed over to Victoria’s dominions, whence 
they wrote a very friendly letter to their whilom master, 
begging that he would feel no uneasiness on their account, 
as they were most comfortably situated. 


Tue Gac.—These spirited lines which were copied in- 
to the last number of the “ Offering,” should have been cred- 
ited to their worthy and talented author,—Joun Puzrponr, 
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The fugitive Slave’s apostroplie to the North star. 


BY JOHN PIERPONT. 


Srar of the North! though night winds drift 
The fleecy drapery of the sky, 
Between thy lamp and me, I lift, 
Yea, lift with hope, my sleepless eye 
To the blue heights wherein thou dwellest, 
And of 2 land of freedom tellest. 


Star of the North! while blazing day 
Pours round me its full tide of light, 
And hides thy pale but faithful ray, 
I, too, lie hid, and long for night: 
For night: I dare not walk at noon, 
Nor dare I trust the faithless moon— 


Nor faithless man, whose burning lust 
For gold hath riveted my chain,— 
Nor other leader can [| trust 
But thee, of even the starry train ; 
For all the host around thee burning, 
Like faithless man, keep turning, turning 


I may not follow where they go:— 

Star of the North, I look to thee 
While on I press: for, well 1 know 

Thy light and trath shall set me free :— 
Thy light, that no poor slave deceiveth ; 
Thy truth, that all my soul believeth. 


They of the East behold the star 

That over Bethlem’s manger glowed : 
With joy they hailed it from afar, 

And followed where it marked the road, 
Till where its rays directly fell, 
They found the Hope of Israel. 


Wise were the men who followed thus 
The Star that sets man free from sin! 
Star of the North! thou art to us— 
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Who’re slaves because we wear a skin 
Dark as is Night’s protecting wing— 
Thou art to us a holy thing. 

And we are wise to follow thee! 

I trust thy steady light alone.— 

Star of the North! thou seem’st to me 

To burn before the Almighty’s throne, 
To guide me through these forests dim 
And vast, to liberty and HIM. 


Thy beam is on the glassy breast 

Of the still spring, upon whose brink 
I lay my weary limbs to rest, 

And bow my parching lips to drink. 
Guide of the friendless negro’s way, 
I bless thee for this quiet ray ! 


In the dark top of southern pines 
I nestled, when the Driver’s horn 
Called to the field, in lengthening lines, 
My fellows, at the break of morn. 
And there I lay till thy sweet face 
Looked in upon “ my hiding place.” 


The tangled cane-brake, where I crept 
For shelter from the heat of noon, 
And where, while others toiled, I slept, 
Till wakened by the rising moon, 
As its stalks felt the night wind free, 
Gave me to catch a glimpse of thee. 


Star of the North! in bright array 
The constellations round thee sweep, 
Each holding on its nightly way, 
Rising, or sinking in the deep, 
And, as it hangs in mid heaven flaming, 
The homage of some nation claiming. 


This nation to the Eagle* cowers ; 
Fit ensign! she’s a bird of spoil :— 
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Like worships like! for each devours 

The earnings of another’s toil. 
I’ve felt her talons and her beak, 
And now the gentler Lion seek. 


The Lion,* at the Virgin’s* feet 
Crouches, and lays his mighty paw 
Into her lap !~an emblern meet 
Of England’s Queen, and English law : 
Queen, that hath made her Islands free ! 
Law, that holds out its shield to me! 





Star of the North! upon that shield 
Thou shinest,—O, for ever shine ! 

The negro, from the cotton field 
Shall, then, beneath its orb recline, 

And feed the Lion, couched before it, 


Nor heed the Eagle, screaming o’er it! 


Tue Terta.—We would call the attention of those of 
our readers who would like to have operations performed 
upon their teeth, in the most scientific and workmanlike 
manner, to the advertisement of Dr. Hrrcucock, on the cov- 
er. 

Dr. Hitcheock has published a popular little “ manvat on 
THE TEETH,” filled with useful suggestions, and contains a 
fund of the most valuable information with respect to the 
science of dentistry. We are happy to learn that it hasal- 
ready passed through three editions. 





*The Constellations Aguila, Leo, and Virgo, are here 
meant by the astronomical Fugitive. 





